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the coast. These batteries are at about 2000 yards'distance from each other, a distance too great for co-operation. They are in good repair, but can answer no other purpose than to protect the town and shipping from the insults of privateers. Too much money has, therefore, been expended for such a purpose only; they are inadequate to any of greater magnitude. The town of Norwich, about twenty-two miles from Yarmouth, had been thought to be an object to an enemy coming with a view to plunder, from the wealth it contains. Of late it has been considered as an object from the supposed disaffection of its inhabitants, and from the resources in men and money, &c., it might therefore afford to an enemy coming for conquest. In either case, Yarmouth as a post would be a desirable possession. With a view to prevent this the works at Yarmouth were erected, but they are completely inadequate for such a purpose.                         *
On Thursday we proceeded to Norwich. The country continues enclosed and flat. One or two commons and a marsh of considerable extent through which the road passes might be taken advantage of to impede the progress, or give trouble to an invading enemy. A battery erected on the coast of Norfolk induced us to go on Friday to Cromer, a little fishing town. The battery is upon a cliff, erected at the request of the inhabitants for the protection of trading vessels. Thirty of the inhabitants, formed into a company of artillery, man the battery. This coast, as well as that of Suffolk, is a high cliff, with a broad beach under it. Every here and there, as at Cromer, the cliff lowers and forms a kind of gap. On Saturday we returned from Norwich to Claydon, where we remained till Tuesday. Hay's youngest daughter was to be christened, and he had asked me to be godfather. The neighbourhood of Claydon and Ipswich is very pretty. We reached Harwich in the evening, and crossed to Landguard Fort next morning. While Hay was occupied with the business of his department I walked round the works. The fort is the only protection to the harbour of Harwich; it is placed at the extremity of